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SUB J : ONE-DAY UNOFFICIAL ART EXHIBIT AND OTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: MOSCO MOSCOW 03537 

1 . A ONE-DAY UNOFFICIAL ART EXHIBIT WAS HELD AT CLUB OF 
LOCAL FACTORY MARCH 4 WITHOUT APPARENT INCIDENT. FACTORY 
WORKERS ORGANIZED EXHIBIT AND ARTISTS APPARENTLY HAD ONLY 
ABOUT TWO DAYS NOTICE TO READY PAINTINGS, WHICH WERE 
PICKED UP BY ORGANIZERS' BUS. ONE-DAY DURATION 
APPARENTLY OBVIATED NECESSITY TO GET APPROVAL FOR EXHIBIT 
FROM CITY'S MAIN CULTURAL DIRECTORATE, WHICH BASED ON 
RECENT EXPERIENCE PROBABLY WOULD NOT HAVE APPROVED 
PAINTINGS BY SOME LENINGRAD NON-OFFICIAL ARTISTS 
PRESENT, INCLUDING V. OVCHINNIKOV. EXHIBIT ATTENDANCE 
ALSO WAS OSTENSIBLY BY INVITATION ONLY ALTHOUGH THIS 
PROCEDURE WAS NOT STRICTLY FOLLOWED. 

2. ARTISTS EXHIBITED FROM 2 OR 3 TO 10 PAINTINGS AND 
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GRAPHICS EACH. MOST ARTISTS HAD PARTICIPATED IN EARLIER 
EXHIBITS. THE WORK RANGED FROM ZUBKOV S CUBO-FUTURISTIC 
PAINTINGS IN MALEVICH VEIN THROUGH RUKHIN'S ABSTRACT 
COLLAGES AND BIDERM AN’S POP-ART ORIENTED OILS. WORK OF 
EMIGRE ARTIST AREFIEV WAS INCLUDED IN EXHIBIT. 

3. IN CONTRAST TO MOSCOW EXHIBIT NOTED REFTEL, BOTH 
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SURREALISTIC AND RELIGIOUS THEMES WERE IN EVIDENCE. 
ATTENDANCE WAS GOOD AND SEVERAL ARTISTS REMARKED TO US ON 
SERIOUSNESS OF SPECTATORS, WHO APPARENTLY WERE THERE 
OUT OF GENUINE INTEREST IN ART. THERE WAS NO APPARENT 
CRITICISM OR HARASSMENT OF ARTISTS. 

4. ON DEPARTING EXHIBIT, BPAO WAS APPROACHED BY SOVIET 
PAIR WHO CLAIMED TO BE PART OF ORGANIZING GROUP. ONE 
INTRODUCED HIMSELF AS AN ENGINEER, THE OTHER AS PLUMBER. 
THEY KNEW PRECISELY WHO BPAO WAS AND POLITELY REQUESTED 
THAT NO PUBLICITY BE GIVEN TO EXHIBIT. BPAO NOTED THAT 

HE WAS NOT JOURNALIST AND THAT PUBLICIZING EXHIBIT WAS 
NOT PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT. THIS SEEMED TO REASSURE 
WORKERS WHO WERE OBVIOUSLY NERVOUS AND ALLUDED TO HAVING 
DIFFICULTIES OVER EXHIBIT. THIS WAS CONFIRMED LATER BY 
ARTISTS WHO SAID ORGANIZERS OF EXHIBIT WERE IN HOT WATER 
WITH FACTORY AND CLUB OFFICIALS. 

5. COMMENT: THIS IS LARGEST GROUP EXHIBIT OF 
UNOFFICIAL WORK IN LENINGRAD SINCE 1975 NEVSKIY EXHIBIT 
AFTER WHICH ONLY EXHIBITS OF SMALLER GROUPS OF ARTISTS 
WERE OFFICIALLY SANCTIONED. TACTICAL SIDESTEPPING OF 
CULTURAL DIRECTORATE APPROVAL WAS UNUSUAL AND 
INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT BUT WE NOTE THAT DIRECTORATE S 
INSIDIOUS INFLUENCE WAS STILL FELT IN LIMITED IMPACT OF 
EXHIBIT DUE TO ITS VERY SHORT DURATION. 
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6. IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS SEVERAL UNOFFICIAL ARTISTS 
HAVE RECENTLY RECEIVED PERMISSION TO EMIGRATE 
OR VISIT ABROAD. JEWISH CERAMICIST ALEXANDER DANOV WILL 
EMIGRATE TO AUSTRIA WITH WIFE. HER SON REMAINS BEHIND 
IN ARMY. LENINGRAD NON-OFFICIAL ARTIST ANATOLIY 
PUTILIN WAS TOLD BY OVIR HE COULD APPLY FOR EXIT 
PERMISSION TO ISRAEL WITHOUT REQUIRED "INVITATION" 
(VYZOV) WHICH HE HAS APPARENTLY HAD DIFFICULTY IN 
GETTING. YURIY PETROCHENKOV HAS RECEIVED PASSPORT AND 
BEEN TOLD TO APPLY FOR THREE MONTHS VISITOR'S VISA TO 
FRANCE. HIS WIFE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO ACCOMPANY HIM. 
BUCHANAN 
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